AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 26, 2015

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2015—16 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1257

Introduced by Assembly Member Gray

February 27, 2015

An act to-amend-Seetion14131-10 add Article 5.8 (commencing with
Section 14188) to Chapter 7 of Part 3 of Division 9 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code, relating to Medi-Cal.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1257, as amended, Gray. Medi-Cal:-eptional-benefits: ground
ambulance rates.

Existing law provides for the Medi-Ca program, which is
administered by the State Department of Health Care Servicesand under
which qualified low-income persons receive hedth care-benefits:
Services, |nclud|ng medical transportation services. The Medi-Cal
program |s, in part governed and funded by federal Medicaid provrsrons

as—epeer—ﬁed— Exrstr ng Iaw and regulatlons preecrrbe various
requirements governing payment policies and reimbursement rates for
these services.

This bill Would—make—teehnreal—neneubstanﬁve—ehanges—te—thre
previsien: require the State Department of Health Care Services to
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establish payment rates for ground ambulance services based on
changes in the Consumer Price Index-Urban and the Geographic
Practice Cost Index, and would require the department to designate a
specified ambulance cost study conducted by the federal Government
Accountability Office as the evidentiary base.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Article 5.8 (commencing with Section 14188) is
added to Chapter 7 of Part 3 of Divison 9 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code, to read:

Article 5.8. Ground Ambulance Service Rates
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7 14188. Thedepartment shall establish payment ratesfor ground
8 ambulance services based on changes in the Consumer Price
9 Index-Urban (CPI-U) and the California weighted average
10 Geographic Practice Cost Index and shall designate the ambulance
11 cost study conducted by the federal Government Accountability
12 Office (GAO-07-383) as the evidentiary base.
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